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* Hood, 95 1 [mai and dean; 1, and, Bris «| 
ent it to- himſelf a glorious church, _ Eph. v. Be 1 
then ſhall New Jeruſalem come down from 1 i 


God out of heaven, as a bride adorned for 
her huſband. ＋bis is the King 5 daughter, who , 
is all glorious within, and whoſe dloathing is CY 
wrought gold, Pſalm xlv. 13. who ſhall ſhine 
in the beauty « of her righteouſneſs, which. he 
derives from her Lord; < then ſhall. every 
faint be preſented faultleſs before the preſence 
of his glory with joy.“ But is this preſenta; 
tion for a tranſient view of her beauty? cer: 
tainly no; the alluſion would not be juſt, - * 
the Lord and his people were ever to ſepaß 5 
rate again. 5 When the nuptials are finiſhed, 
the married pair continue, together till death 
doth them part; butthere is no death after 
the reſurrection, therefore Chriſt and * 
church will then be eternally united. | 
Tals marriage · ſupper of the une —_ 
fall ſhort of the figure by which it ſtands 
repreſented, if Jeſus could be fatisfied. with 
any thing leſs then the everlaſting enjoyment. 
of his people ; but he gave himſelf for them, 
and redeemed them with his blood, that 
they might dwell with him in the eternal 
manſions of his heavenly kingdom, which Will 
be ſtill n more confirmed when we conſider, . 
3- Thar 


1 melon hy "which. 0 bg grounde Ca on 
complete atonement for ſin, will ſurely prevail: 
Thus he pleads with authority, Jahn XVI, 24. Fa- 
ther, I will that they alſo whom thou baft given me be 
with me where Iam, that they may behold my glory. 
What; for a ſeaſon? No; as long as 1 
ſhines i in his glory, which will be doubtleſs 
for ever, he requires his faints to behold it. 
This he requeſts, and this he demands, that 
his people ſhould ever be with him, and al- 
ways. behold him. in that ſtate of glory unto 
which be was advanced, on having finiſhed his 
work on the croſs, and in which he will ap- 
pear at his coming. This is agreeable to 
covenant-engagements z nortis there any ching 
lies in the way to prevent it. It was ſtipu- 
lated, that the Meſſiah ſhould ſee. his ſeed, 
eyen the travail of bis ſoul, and be ſatisfied, Iſa. 
liji. 10, 11. compared. And it is evident that he 
will be ſatisfied with nothing leſs than this, that 
thoſe whom the F ather hath given him, and 
vhom he hath redeemed unto God, be with 
him where he j is, or dwell with him for ever. 
in glory; and ſeeing | he hath ratified the New- 
Teſtament in his blood, by the ſhedding of. 
Which. he N Fe he is intitled to his 


plea, 
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| Chriſt in the future world, and to enjoy him for 
ever in the kingdom of God, is the (earneſt. 
expectation and hope of all true © believers: 


tain knowledge which chriſtians have of ei 
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2 
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| 3 
„„ 
C 4 44 o 


vah to admit his faints to his bee ; ere 4 7 5 
And further, 8 e Me 4g 4 


44 


4. Tus may be argued from the ks. 
Ie of the chriftian. To de together with * | 


nor is this the effect of a fondi imaginati it is 
wrought in them by the Holy Ghoſt—it agrees 
with the promiſe and it reſults from thelr - 


union with Chriſt, and their ſupreme affeftion 


for him, inſomuch that if in the end theß 
were not to he for ever with the Lord, theß 
vould be for ever unhappy. This manner 


reaſoning, as ſome have obſerved, the ae, 
uſes, 2 Cor. v. 1, 2. He grounds the cer⸗ 


28 


Building of Cad, or bouſe not made with © 


eternal in the heavens, when this earthly" taber⸗ 5 


nacle is diſſolved, on their panting after the 
ſame z- for, faith he, in this we groan, es Z 


Aefering to be tloathed upon with our houſe, which 


is from heaven, Indeed there he refers o 


the celeſtial habitations of ſeparate ſpirits ; but 
in theſe the Juſt wait fer the adoption, to wit, th 
| 15% ih of the body ; ; and we * ſafel) y in- 
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Wee, is anotl 


mortal f 


viſuals,» Ike hi awakes i in his likeneſs. * The 
departed ſpjrits of the juſt are already made 5 
perfect, nor ſhall. they be moved from their 
manſions of bliſs, till the gathering referre } 
to in the text, then ſhall their bodies alſo be 
completely adapted for an eternal abode with 
” their illuſtrious eee 5 ph ritual and 


tual and 
Tunis a Bdendes, connected with 'Y h: ir 
lea. y been obſerved, confirms the chri- | 
: ſtiah i in his pe; for what ſhould prevent the : 


the Father, who-are redeemed 
of his Son, with a view to their 


4 


dwelling” together, agreable to the interceſſion 
of Jeſus, and the hope of his people? N. au. 
what ſhould interrupt theſe happy objects of 


di vine love in their fellowſhip with the 1 ; rd; | 


en, 


or ee. them of it when once it ! Com 
ina ſtate of perfection? Nothing bor 
ſin, and mortality ſhall ſeparate Chriſt and 
his church; theſe being totally and finally re-. 
moved, and his ſaints admitted into his p 2 5 
ſence, ſhall certainly | continue together for 
ever. 70 cheſe many expr ances 
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ili. 12. Fall are + the words of the exalted 4 To 

3 ſas, uſhered i in with a remarkable ſolemnity "iN 

a | theſe things, faith he that is holy, he that is 

4 true, Him that overcometh will I make a pillar 
in * temple. of God; and he Hall. £0 NO MORE 


But time would fall to rehearſe the whole 9 


Ee of ſcripture ; ;. I therefore forbear: 
but there is one thing which muſt not be 
entirely omitted, for, 1 

56. Taz honour of the eee re- 
quires, that his people ſhould abide eternally 
with him. If by any means the elect could 
be ſeparated from the fruition of Chriſt in 


4 ob. * 1 
” 


glory, his power, merit and love would be i im- 


peached, and it would not be true chat he - 
tained eternal redemption, Heb. ix. 12. B ut, 
bleſſed be God, we have ample proof of the 
7 infinite and unchangeable perfection and grace 
"WU  ofourglorious High- Prieſt; beſides, two things 
VS the ſcripture makes needful to complete the 
honour of Jeſus in his kingdom, namely, that 
his redeemed ſhould behold his glory, as hinted 
5 before. And then again, that he ſhould be glori- | 
85 fied and admired in them, 2 Theſſ. i. 10. 1. e. 81 
conceive, by the holy angels, for though every 
eye ſhall ſee him, thereis no reaſon toapprehend 
that the wicked will ever admire 'our e 


. * 
* 
4 
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FY - 6. the Har * DN 
4 ole image 1 will then ſhine forth i in is binn; 
No both theſe require that they ſhould be 


| with bim. The ultimate view of Chriſt i in the 5 


Eh obedienceto death, was to do the will of the Fa- 5 - 


ther; for this wen though in the form f 
God, be took upon him the form of aſervant, and de- 
clares, that he ſought : not his own will, but the will 85 
of his Father. And again, 1 bonour my Father, = 


John v. 2. compared with chap. viii. 49. Never- 5 | 


theleſs it became him to regard his own hon- 
our likewiſe, as he certainly did : : this i is plain- 
1y implied in the demand already repeated „ 
and for this alſo he expreſsly applies, as the re- I 
ward of his death, ſaying, I bave Jniſhed the _ 
work which thou gaveſt me to do; andyow, Father, 5 
 gbrify thou me, John xvii. 4, 3. In the 
view ;of this glory he ſo ardently haſten» 4 
ed to accompliſh his death, ſaying, Lale 
Xii. 30. 1 have a baptiſm to be baptized with, 1 
und how am 7 Araitned till it be accom: hed i 
Hence alſo he made that triumphant declara- 
tion, when he bowed on the croſs, It is Aniſbed, 
John xix., 30. And indeed the glory ef 
the Father ſtands connected with the hon- 
our due to his Son, who hath compleated his 
will; and ſeeing. that all the Prophets bare 
5 witneſs to the glory which als 2 the lar. 


Ms. Mas RY Ky r 11 r. 27 
| ings 15 Crip,” 1 x Pet. i i 1 1. it is evident that 
this was ſtipulated f for it in- the covenant of re- D 
demption, for, what i is prophecy but a revela- 
tion of the counſel of God? 5 Thus the hon⸗ 
our of the Father is concerned: in the glory « a -: 
| his. Son, and that requires that- his people 
ſhould be with. him for ever. We may there- : 
fore be fully aſſured, that when the ſaints are 
gathered to the Lord at his coming, hey . 5 
never more part. It remains, . 
Ti birdh, Tnar I point out ome . 25 
concerning the fellowſhip of Chriſt in the day 
of his appearance, which' may reconcile and 
comfort our hearts under theſe mournful ſepa- 
rations; and theſe are in a meaſure to be col- 
. fram what has been ſaid: As, 

. Tae certainty of attaining this hope, i is 
one Je of courage and joy. Was there 
any juſt reaſon to queſtion the truth of this 
report, or to, conclude it Precarious, our 
hearts might then be liable to fail: But we 
have already ſeen on what grounds i it proceeds; | 
and after the abundant proof that has been 
given out of the ſcriptures, it is ſufficient to 
fay, that the chriſtian, in purſuit of this glo- 
ry, e runs not as uncertainly, neither doth he 


6 ght as one that beateth in the air,” 1 Cor. 
| "'P KRK “ 


| 28 + 'On the Deceaſs of 


ix. * "AF ſure as the counſel of God wall 


ſtand, and Chriſt ſhall obtain the end of his 
victory on the croſs, as ſure as the Redeemer s 
righteous interceſſion will prevail with the Fa- 

ther, and the Father will anſwer his cove- 
nant-engagements, and fulfil the expectation 
and demand of his Son, in granting him the 


juſt reward of his- ſufferings and n = 


ſo certain it is that the Lord's people ſhall | 
dwell together for ever with him. And further, 


. Ir will be ſoon; which is no ſmall ad- 15 


dition to this bleſſed hope. The period in 


which we ſhall join | in fellowſhip again, is not 95 


only certain, but near; z It is but awhile, we 
are parted by death; but a very ſmall ſeaſon | 
we ſurvive thoſe we mourn, and then we mall 
meet theſe precious companions among the 


ſpirits of the juſt in the temple above. \- . 


This ſingle conſideration may, in a meaſure, | 
compoſe and comfort our hearts ; 5 but the 
proſpect yielded in the text is nothing 
ſhort of that day, when, being revived from 
the dead, we ſhall be taken up together 
in the retinue of our Saviour, whom we 
look for from heaven. In our preſent par- 
row views and ſhort calculations, unleſs. faith 
is aſliſting, we ouy- think it long, but in 
reality | 
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pg: 2M 
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reality the time is haſtening upon us, AG is 
5 trumpet, in a manner, is ready to ſound, 1 Pet. 
iii. 8, 9. One day is with the Lord as a ' thouſand 
' wears, and a thouſand years bs one day; the Lord 
16 not lach concerning his promiſe,” for bebold be F 
cometb, ſaith Enoch, the ſeventh from Alam, 15 
with ten thouſand of bis ſaints, J ude 14. 'The 
coming of the Lord is conſidered as nigh in | 
that ancient prophecy, to which agrees James 
v. 8. and ſince which many thouſands of years 
are run out; the world i is waxing old as a gar- 
nent, and its diſſolution approaches: : Indeed 
the day of the Lord Hall ſo come as a thief in the 
night: and we know that the ungodly will 
at laſt be overtaken as in the flood, 2 Pet. itt, 
10. compared with Mat. xxiv. 37.” and it is 
vain to preſume, or even conjecture the exact 
time, which no man knoweth, 10 not the an- 
gels in heaven ; but of this we are certain, e- 
fas ſaith, Behold I come quickly ! Rev. Xxil, 20. 
It is at leaſt near ſeventeen hundred years 
ſince that declaration from heaven was made; 
and ſhall we not watch and be ready! ? The 
Judge may not come in this generation, but 
| certainly he is at the door, and conſe- 
quently the period draus near when his 
ſaints hall be gathered. N ow the ſorrow _ 
which 
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7 which reſults from parting with our 58 co m- 1 T1 


panions, muſt be aſſuaged, in proportion to | 5 SE 
| the nearneſs of that re- union in fellowſhip 1 with. - 
Chriſt, which i is preſented for our relief; and 
therefore the conſideration of being ſoon again” 
Joined in communion with him, affördsa no- 
ble and ſtrong Foakblatios Wo theſe trials. 
8 Beſides, | | a „ 
3. Ir enhances che plafire of, this 3 
pectation, that our communion will then, in 
ſeveral reſpects, infinitely exceed chat which * = 
: at ht enjoy: As, 3 
Wirn reſpect to the Lord himſelf, ; ir 5 
_ be direct, and in a way of ſight; we 1 
now walk by faith, and are at a ere, "Es 
Chriſt and the things which are above, are 
beheld as it were through a glaſs, and but 
_ darkly ; but then, as hath been proved, we 
| ſhall be in his immediate preſence—we ſhall _ 
ſee as we are ſeen, and know as. we are known | 
— ye ſhall then be embraced in the arms 
of our Beloved, or rather ſhall be in his bo- 
ſom, and obtain the moſt intimate enjoyment 
| of him, in the regions of light. Again, 
2. Tn fellowſhip of the ſaints will then be 
conſtant and perfect. Here our actual commu- 
nion, in the * of the Lord, is not only | 
he diſtant 5 
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7 diſtabtand dark, which b we Shes and 4 juſtly 11 


ment: : butthis worſhip, ſuch as it is, is ſoon inter- 


ru pted; ; we come together for a ſeaſon, and pre 
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ſently the aſſembly is diſmiſſed, and we ſeparato 


again; it is but for an hour; and if at any time 


our hearts are enlarged, and the opportunity is 
ſweet, alas, how ſoon is it over! and it may 
be the favor of it too! but there; in the hea · 


venly city, and eſpecially i in the ultimate ſtate 
of the kingdom of God, we are told, the 


gates of i it Pall not be fout at all by day; for there 


Pal be no_night there, Rev. xxi. 25. In that 
_ ſtate the ſaints will always continue together 


"in the preſence of God and the Lamb. Here 
alſo weakneſs and defects, more or lels, attend 


each. communicant, which greatly interrupt 


8 their j Joy ; buti in the world to come, every vor- 
ſhipper will be complete i in his perfon and fer- 


vice; hence the part which he bears in that 


bleſſed ſociety will increaſe the happineſs and 
pleaſure of his companion in glory. And further, 
1 Tur communion of ſaints will chen be 


univerſal, and in that reſpect exceed our pre- 


| ſent attainment.” Here, in the moſt advanta 


geous ſituation, alas, how fmall the number 


with whom we aſſociate ! One church muy: be 


8 than another, but the moſt 
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pen, we can * but 2 1 of the - Afcipls of by * : 2 
Jieſus, who are co- temperary with US3' W : 
ſnort do we come of the catholic church. Thus 
the limits of communion now are too nate 5 
for the ſoul when enlarged: in deſires after 
- complete fruition of Chriſt ; but hereafter, 
when the choſen are united at his coming, 
their fellowſhip will extend to the utmoſt of 
their wiſh; they ſhall then be 23 
ſatisfied in fellowſhip with the whole W 
body of the Saviour; not a ſingle veſſel, of 


mercy ſhall be wanting, but the hoſt of the 
redeemed, out of every kindred, tongue and 
nation, which no man can number,  thall | 


make up the general aſſembly. And, 


4. To finiſh the report, this hope is 8 
with eternity. After all, was there any. dan 
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